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Supporting Transgender 
Women Nationwide
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    I advocate on behalf of detained transgender women 

in asylum defense. It’s important for me as a trans, mad, crip 

attorney. My clients’ stories of violence and repression they 

faced in their home countries are horrific. Their stories of 

neglect and abuse in for-profit taxpayer-funded detention, 

unconscionable. Due Process in our immigration system 

would be laughable if it were not so tragic. The US has no 

justice system, we have racist carceral systems of control 

and marginalization for those deemed criminal or a migrant 

on stolen land. I should not have a job - these systems should 

be abolished.
- Charlie Flewelling (They/Them)

   I’m grateful for my work at Santa Fe Dreamers Project, 

connecting TGNC asylum seekers to sponsors in the U.S., 

because it allows me to play a small role towards the liberation 

and self-determination of our asylum seeking compes.

In an ever increasing violent immigration system, I’ve 

witnessed the incredible heart and perseverance of both our 

clients and community advocates, which makes me believe 

that when we continue to show up and fight for one another, 

we are capable of transforming the world we live in.

- Michael Galvin



11

Photo: Kerry Sherck



12



13



14

Santa Fe Dreamer’s Project

- Emma O’SullivanPhoto: Sylvia Johnson
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Santa Fe Dreamer’s Project

Challenging Policy with Nationwide Lawsuits

- Allegra Love
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Helping Our Neighbors Facing a Crisis

- Maria Santos

Missing photo of Maria
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Santa Fe Dreamer’s Project

 The antiracism committee is important to 

me because it is creating accountability structures 

 

whole. It grounds me in the notion that our work on 

a bigger scale is work towards collective liberation 

and that I have as much at stake as anyone else 

in this, because ultimately all of our struggles are 

intimately connected.

The work is not done and is really only just beginning. 

This committee is helping create sustainability at 

SFDP and encouraging the imagining it’s going to 

take for all of us to grow.
- Ben Karge

 The Anti-Racism Committee was formed in recognition that the organization has been rapidly 
expanding and that not enough focus and attention was being paid to systemic issues of white supremacy 
and how they are internalized and recreated through office culture. There are a number of goals that 

 
attract a more diverse staff, and how to help our clients.

Since its inception the Anti-Racism Committee has engaged a number of outside facilitators to work with 
the whole staff on anti-oppression and anti-racism training.. The Committee has identified a number of 
ways to grow the staff culture and is engaging with the larger staff and management on realizing our 
collective potential. The Committee also supports the work of allyship in community with the political 
goals of abolition and decolonization.  
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 As a person of color, I’ve struggled 

with feeling like everyone around me in 

the workplace knows some special social 

code that I  not know. In the last few 

years I’ve come to recognize that office 

settings are almost always white spaces 

dictated by white culture.While doing this 

work I began to think about the ways in 

which my assimilation into professionalism, 

as limited as it may feel to myself, may 

be substantial enough to result in me 

perpetuating professionalism in client 

interactions in a way that further enforces 

the power dynamic and makes them feel 

even more othered in a white supremacist 

immigration system that is designed to 

other them. The work of the antiracism 

committee has been paramount to 

rethinking, radicalizing, and de-centering 

whiteness as the default in our everyday 

work.
- Sarah Sanchez
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Organizing for Abolition of Immigrant Detention

 This year, Santa Fe Dreamers Project helped to lead multiple critical organizing campaigns 
demanding the abolition of immigration detention in the state of New Mexico. These campaigns conducted 
in coalition with human rights groups and other partners across the state are designed to create public 
awareness and political imperative around the inhumane and unjust detention of immigrants in New 
Mexico and across the country, a deadly system that generates enormous profit year after year for 
private prisons corporations. Here are snapshots of 3 of this year’s campaigns that we are very proud to 
be a part of:

• Prison Divest New Mexico’s mission is one tactic for starting to dismantle racist private 
prison corporations by  providing a model for individuals to divest their retirement funds 
from private prison corporations’ stocks. The focus this year was  to pressure the New 
Mexico Educational Retirement Board (NMERB) to divest NM state educator’s pension 
funds from private prisons corporations Core Civic and GEO Group who ICE contracts 
with to detain immigrants. On Oct 16, 2020, in a huge victory, we succeeded in getting 
the NMERB trustees to vote to divest from private prison corporations!  

• The Free Them All campaign is a  response to the COVID-19 pandemic and the danger 
that being held in a prison facility presents to all detained and incarcerated individuals. 
Along with a broad coalition across the state, we helped to create awareness,momentum, 
and engagement on the collective demand to release people from prisons, jails, and 
immigrant detention centers in NM during the public health crisis.

• People over Prisons is a coalition of individuals and organizations who seek to end the 
private incarceration and detention of individuals in New Mexico as a broader effort to 
end mass incarceration and criminalization. It is focused on legislative work with an aim 
of bringing a bill to the NM Legislature in 2021 that will end private detention in our state.
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